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Dear Folks,

I’m a professor of int. rel. at the Ankara Uni. My name is Baskin Oran. Baskin, like in Baskin-Robbins Icecream I used to eat a lot when I was an exchange student in San Gabriel, California, way back in 1964.

***

I know why you folks have come to Turkey to listen to this lecture among others: To understand Turkey, you want to learn about the thoughts and deeds of its founder, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, who was born in 19th Century (1881) in Thessoloniki (now in Greece) and who died before the Second War (1938).

But, is there a link between your aeronautics company Boeing and my leader Atatürk to make this speech an interesting one?

1) For one thing, Gen. Mustafa Kemal had said way back in 1928: “The future is in the skies”, pointing out the importance of the combat aircraft for national defense. As you know, aeronautics were only a baby, at that time. 

2)  Secondly, Atatürk’s adoptive daughter Sabiha Gökçen was world’s first women fighter pilot way back in 1935. 

By the way, we lived thru an unbelievable story last month when a newspaper wrote about her being an Armenian orphan! I’ll tell you about it at the end of my lecture.

* * *

To make a long story short, Kemalizm is the prototype of the nationalist movements in developing countries that we come across during the decolonization in 50s, 60s, 70s. 

This is also the most influential ideology in Turkish politics today, and certainly the most controversial one. 

* * *

These nationalist movements were a reaction to Western expansionism better known as “imperialism”, therefore they were in a way created by it. 

But as Americans dislike the use of two words: capitalism and imperialism, I’ll use “Western expansionism” instead. (chart: Outcomes of Western expansion)

“A reaction to Western expansionism”. This is easy to understand. Their country was invaded by the expansionists, England and France in particular, and they fought to get their independence back. 

“Created by Western expansionism” requires more intellectual effort. I want to refer here to the creation of a Westernized elite by educating it in Western or western-oriented schools. These are the future leaders of the nationalist movement, the elite that we call “developing country intellectuals”. They were the brain and the engine of the nationalist movement that brought about the decolonization, Independence. 

* * *

Generally, nationalism in developing countries is perceived by many people as Independence only. In fact, Independence was only a prerequisite for further action; it was only the first stage of this “developing country nationalism”. 

The main objective of this nationalism was a very different thing: Modernization. Simply because the new elite was nothing but a product of Western culture, so it started a very radical Westernization (Modernization) program. 

If you’re careful, you’ll see that these two stages of this nationalism are apparently conflicting with each other: The first stage meant kicking the Westerners out by the front door, the second stage meant re-inviting the West by the window or the chimney.  

Therefore, there was a third step: Trying to solve this identity problem. How much of the West you’re going to take in, and how much of the traditional culture you’re going to keep?  

* * *

As a Modernization Project, Kemalism was the prototype of that type of nationalism in the 1930s. Let us study this in the 3 stages of Kemalist Nationalism (chart: Three objectives of Kemalist nationalism): 1) Independence, 2) Modernization, 3) Solving the identity problem.

* * *

I) Independence 

II) Modernization (Westernization; Muasır Medeniyet=Contemporary Civilization)

To align the country according to the Western model. In every way.

A) Political Modernization: 

1) State, Politics, and Nation-Building: 

One Laicist Unitary State, One Party, One Doctrine, One Leader: “Revolution from Above”. 

Create the Secular nation by using the Laicist State: A process since the Byzantine empire. The 2 types of secularism.

Single-party system, its Kemalist doctrine, and its “Eternal Chief” as the main arsenal of the Revolution from Above

2) A Particular Nation: 

“One Homogeneous nation without privileges, without social classes, fused into one” 

Ethnic homogeneity: The 1925 revolt and “The Mountain Turks”

Social class homogeneity: Kemalism, the bourgeoisie, the working class

B) Economic Modernization: 

Building the entrepreneurial class through Statism and Populism

Statism: The take-off strategy after 1930: “Import Substitution”. 

To create a non-existent entrepreneurial class.  

Keeping this class under control.

Populism: Keeping the working class under control Trade unions banned until 1946, strikes banned until 1961.

Preventing the class struggle.

C) Cultural Modernization: The Westernizing reforms.

The Kemalist reforms: Abolition of the Khalifate, The Civic Law, Calendar, Alphabet… 

III) Solving the Identity Problem: 

1) “The Sick Man of Europe”, 2) The conflict between I and II

Superior Identity:

Turkish History and Language theses. “The strength you need is in your noble blood”. “One Turk equals the whole world”. “How happy is who says: I’m a Turk” and its 2 variables.

“Western Identity: 

We are Westerners”. “The West is Science”. 

--------------------------------------------------------

Problems of Turkey, and Kemalism in the 21st Century (chart)

· “One Doctrine”: Democracy and human rights

· “One Nation”: The Kurds, the non-Muslims, the identity of Ms. Gökçen.

· “One laicist State”: The Islamists

The Actual Position of Turkey in the Process of Modernization

Modernization in the 1930s and Modernization in the 21st Century: A very peculiar chart

· recognizing sub-identities, supra-identities

· from Empire to Nation-state and from Nation-state to Democratic state (Cyprus, N.Iraq…)

