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Viewed in the light of the Iraqi affair especially, the EU and Turkey badly need each
other geostrategically. 

1) To achieve a certain degree of relative autonomy indispensable for its relative autonomy, an SMS ("Strategic Medium State") definitely needs a medium of Balance of Power (BOP) as perfect as possible. A BOP too rigid where each bloc leader dominates its own bloc (the “Aron Paradigm”), and, worse, a world dominated by a single power (“Hegemonic Power”) where no tangible BOP exists could seriously limit its independence . 

Turkey needs EU not only because of facts known to all (historical, economic,
cultural reasons, etc.), but also because its relative autonomy is definitely limited in the 2000s’ international arena dominated by a single superpower, the USA. Turkey, since Ottoman times, has always tried two strategies to overcome this position, and in that order: 

a) To enjoy a BOP between Western and anti-Western powers (for example, Western powers vs. Russia/USSR); and,

b) While being a part of the Western alliance, to enjoy a BOP between various Western factions (for example, England and France vs. Germany). 

For the time being the position (a) is sheer dream. That is why, in an era where its foreign and defence policies, aided by internal elements seeking to make money out of the Iraqi situation, are dominated by the US, does Turkey need to achieve the  position (b). That is why it needs much closer relations with the EU. It needs to diversify its allies. 

2) A world power is based on three dimensions: Economic, cultural, military. Unless kpe EU sees no inconvenience in staying a second class power, it is imperative that it developed a third "leg" (military/geostrategic) dimension to challenge US world domination, especially at a time when the George W. Bush administration tends to “overemphasize” the military dimension.    

In a political medium where EU countries' public opinion refuses to increase the public expenditure to create for the Union a military dimension in short/medium term, this "third leg" could only be grown if the EU was practically able to reach, at a time, all three corners of the "Bermuda Triangle" (the Middle East, the Balkans, the Caucasus). And this is precisely Turkey's geostrategic position. 

Of course, it goes without saying that the EU could never neglect its principle of democracy and human rights in its relations with Turkey. But, in a process where the latter is displaying remarkable efforts to overcome its shortcomings in this field, it also goes without saying that the EU could hardly afford to neglect the potentiality of becoming a challenger to the Hegemonic Power. 
