




The Turkish Approach to Trarscaucasia and
Central Asia

Baskin Onn

Tukish FoEign ?oli.y Belor rhe 1990s

The AFai edL\quake ihat shook up intemaiional Elatio6 in the begiminS
of rhe 90s nas also had very inportat iepelcusions in Turkey in gderal, anl
in Turkbh foEign policy in paitidar. Turkish foleign policy has arwaF had
two piliaa sine the lomdaiion of the Republic on Ociober 29, 1923:
ws6in, ad a siatus qlo lolicy (dti- revisionism)I

The Kematist natio.alist struggl€ ihat sbred in 1919 nghi .Irer ihe wr
w6 indeed the nlsl ol rhe FGionist movmmb in Europe, brt ffllite the
tuo msi impotut arlhEnts of tnis novenmt (ca.try and ltaly), it care
b sti.k to a nict polict of status quo s, aeording b tl1e Tr@q ol ljs:me
alIlly21,19?3,ir"e ly tea.hed ib inrended iioniieG.' It had ro tum its u
divided athniion invrds be.aGe it was M.san on the one hdd io oveF
come the Kurdish lpisin8s, dd on hte other, start !o coreolidak rhe Wee

adop' ihe w6' d a wl@le by !!r,s Erom'ri.h ibove (rhe wef, €an, shodd
be udsdood, 1) Flt{ de ifdhlbi pohi or dew, ?s a pnhb pspav-b*ed
sdcedd. oider, dd 2) Frch ihe

b n  q a P o l i q l d $ b b e , P
65bnrn Gbtus ltuo Pdicy) Pad

not hr ro dange (i.€., brado) tbn
'NcI\/. b€Ns rhe k@ty fiihd b in

*nrativ6 Mdltsj Mebuen) on ftn. 23, 44, dh d(uo€nt bd d€cliEd h e I
$*thscEsiosulddofufusovercjgnty*lhelimeo'the1913Aoidewft
unedabie rhe beme rElry bd b ndd hbd (b c@Bia or ihe rrssR), Mos'n
(o n\e snBh frandare hq) md rhe sandjat or ai!ffdrctb (b rh. IEd !qd*e
synr. Tlrc bsl ot th$c hovw{, ws aMued h a3e rollryhs a tsrr wiih FroF.



(enalNlTu iey approrhed Bitah md Frd.e shp by steP, esp{ially after
It solved its problems rviih them bt, agreeing io .cdc ihc futurc oihi.h icgjon
ol Mo5ul io Eriianl in 1926 This *.s no indelicab nove to nake Tlrkish
diplonacy had to dcploy a lot of .nergy as it could not arrord io lrighien or
alienate the'big neighbouf l. tbe n.frh, ihe s.vietUnion, thc niShturc ot
ihc Ottomans and the only .ontibuior io ihe indepe,rden.e norenent ot
1919 23 Turkkh diplomacywas aidLrl in L\isdifi.ult end.avor notonlyby
r wel.ome imprcveneni of ihe !ve* Soviet rehtions, but aho by the vetr
poli.yof*atusquoitapplied This polictr renounced, anong other rhingt my
clalm on the Turki. peoples ln ing in rhe so\.iet Un,on in .ontadistin.tion rvidr
the YounB TurkJ l'aniurani$ poli.ies

ln bnct nr lhe petod bon{e.n thc foundation of thc Republic (1923) 3nd
Wodd Wd II, Turkish Jordign po]i.y h.d b€n !\r6ternisi, anii .evisionist,antl

Duri.g th. un*ableyea6leidng to ihc War, hrk$h tfdl,cmism gained
momeniun and ended in ihe lurkhh British Fren.h alliance oI odober 19,
1939 Again, Turlish diploma.yhad to deploy a painnaking .chvit! beause
tr now h.d io.aln down both Genmnv and rhe Soyiet Union. whai'r moF,
by rbh time the poft_\' ot nnhs quo r{as harilly helFful in th. preadous

In bi.f, during World lvar II Tlrkish forei8n policy kept on being
l\lt$eni$, antirelisionist, and very a.tive

At the.nd of the War, Turkey enteFd a period olse.uiiy cisis whic!
listad ab.ur one tear (1916), as ih€ Soviet Unon ahog.t.d thc 1925 nor
rggre$ion teatt a.d asked io.onk.i theStiaits Tuikey resisted aloneuniil
th€.risis subsiddd at thr .nd of the year, but the psychologi.al ahospheP
ofTnrkey rvas ready for the Truman Dodrine in 1947 and ihe Marshnll ?ld
i'r 1943 Thus Turkey nade a de.isive entt io ihe Wesi€rn bloc.

afrer ihir lvesiernism md dii{.lisionism .ontitu€d to bc the pilla$ oI
ioreign poLny, brtTuikisb diploma.y \{as no nore adive. Turkey had coDe
to d$rlop. v.rh.tofwesterfisn,a more westarnist than ihe wesf attiiude
rhat idendfied its nationaL interpsfivith thoseofthe wesi.5ince rhe Cold War
\!is n the linal rmltns a fFzen rguilib m, a taditionally *atus qroist
Turkish foFign policy dftggcd into in.rtia as it stnrhd toliew worldpoliti.s
thtuugh thelenses ofNATO ad the USA

Clmplete \!trender io the Wei hid, afrer a period of aboui titten le*,
i6 dial{ti.al result. Thr nrerha, dre ody etc+tion of which was ihe Cyprus

Folicl .t ihe end of ihc r950s, gradually Save way to new openings or ih€
Turkish Jjplona.y :rd ilre se.ond halr ot tha 60s as ihe Turks t€lt rery
dFapponbd aboui ihe Ameri.m policl in ClTns Also, ir n..d .r new
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sourcG ol credit and new markeis, Tufkey now had to .ontemplate relaiively
.loser rtahotr wiih ine Soviet Un,on ed ihe mn aligned counhies. But  s
main poli.y tn€ conrinued duoughotrt th€ Cold War, rh€ only exc€prion being
p.rti.l and ihperative activaiion ca$ed ftum time io tine by Elations with

Tle chang€lhri came wirfi rhe 90s

Such was ihe sbi€ oI the Turkish forcign policy ar ihe besinnin8 oI ihe 90s
when a geneml fcling of enphoi. srmunded Turkey fi$ily becaue
.olmsism and the centurieHld Rusian niShhnare had died, and secondly,
a ser oI co rcligious and co ethn,c coNns were unexpededl] bui pleasandy
bom in Trmscarcasia md Ccntil Asia.

In ihis crub.idi atnosphere slogds tike'Tukish world fron the Adriatic
t. the China S€a'J were heard fion su.b mouilE as ihai ofthe fresident of
ihe ltepnblic Denm& safr€d io tse esp{ially ton rhe rmks ol racisi md/or
rel,gio6nghLwing.ndesloimilitaryinte entiontotheNagoho-Kdabakn
turmoilin Azerbaitan (or io Bosnia, to Mosul il haq, orlo the Gulfwa,

The auL\or of the* denmds lwhi.h wcE by no mearo Eiricicd io the
i ght'wing cirdes mentio.ed above) not on ly required d abandonment o f lh e
sraiusquopolicyon the basis ol concrele and holaredcas6, butalso aita.ked
$e very philosophy oI ihis policy. A.cording ro ihen, Turkey taced a greai
oppoftuniiy and ii could no longer be .oni{i wrh whtrr r had. ln su.h d lu.ky
period, rh. Misaki-Milti lrontie6 were sque.zing Tftkeyt tkoat and should

These were no nerv ideas and lhey were heard fiom time to tine anon8
rhe.ircles nentioned abov€ Bui in this ahosphere they staned io be widely
rd in rhe narional pubft opinion &d the nedia, and this in turn bnuen.ed

Poliii.iatu and naksmen
Butitdid notinfl uacthem.stinfi uentialestablishnentinTurkish ioreigr

lolny: The Ministry of Foreign A'Iai6.This Minisrry caiiied or  s habiiual
autious aPPruach. Another ptunindt actor of ihe fonign pofty de.ision-
@kingwasro join ihisstandoriheMinisrry duringtheGulrwar ag3inslthe
betreltion ist tendencies ot Pres id ent Oza l, The General Stall ol rhe A rmed

'Ihis 
approa.h of dre Mhiltry did not oi y stem Jrom the .onditioning of
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sommyfeirsof $in'sttr.!.li.v Thc in+ituilon had alwa]6rena'.e.lsone
nhit aloof lrom thc agitations ot public opnnon eiiher be.ause of the so.ial
.l.bsorignrsot ti dif loman, orbecause.lth€nedu.aiiontr!bac*gtuunds.]h.
l{ii $N Nhile appror.hing ihr'nined'nr} world with tadltion:l.a!uon,
aho.ame to rcaliz. ihrt ih.r Leas no Fossibility oi LLloLrinB ihe tadihonal

|.Lirt DI {itus quo as sn.h, beridse tha.ld stanr.luo exnbd no nor. ]\
ia\! (o,fi $as Lcing sot !t and Turke! had io PartniPrie ad'fe1y 'n rs
l.rnuhon it ii Nas to hale a !la.e trt lai{ equl to ic prcrioLL.no Thcsc
rrer thc rci:onswht theMi'nstfy,despiie ihela.kot.\pcrien.eortallnoi,
and d,e no. erhtan.e ot 1prrb..Ls'on tht natt r, oPcncd Nclveemb:snes
ji rlre IorneL soriei r.publics over d shoitfme,:nd {ided id,rcrLahons
cspo.iallv r'ltl, ilre rcw Turk'. siaies

ru*ev s.ppr.i.h io iheTurki.statesotrrnsciu.asia inllCeihil Asblent

l) Esiil,ii.Jnxn, f ,frrirr rdotidns

!!pn lretorc ihe soyiet Union r.s offi.ially.lissohed n DNemhr 1991, the
\1LnEt! sent i faci findtrA mnsi.n .omposed oi thtue diPlomats to these
.ounti.r,nnd themission menheF trunedin reports aboli(hPPr.strnd.ons
oforridall] 'ecqnring tho nr\r si*es Le r:dors in rarour or rc.ognizing
rhem.ouLd bc sumnarized is f.llovs

i I lil e !l the neu 5iaEs nemng hom ihe Soriet Union are ol Turhc oigin
l,r lh.secountiiespeoplepstch.logicalLy erPe.ia lotlrom Iurkev Tn*€f
h.s i nroral obliB*io. io re.ognze th.n.

bl Th.scire raN matenalprcducng counties B! Hognizin8 rben Turkey
wlllb.:bletoset up dned.con.hicreLations and {ill eni.r ihcsc narkdis
if.al ot odrcr .ounties

" F  1 L , J  r i . '  , ' .  ' . r .  I
dl As rl1 ihese .onnti.s will re.oenize e:.h .iheL, there shouldn't be i

prlL.loh ilt.ould rlieniteRnssii whif\n0., ihel \LjlLs* uP so'ne knrrl
.r l..se !n,o.,. r'hi.r ih.se Turki. siar.5, enloyingetnal natus ind veio
nght!, &!ld i,r i way.onrol a Ro$i tl]Ieai to Trrkdy
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Th, T",tt:h Afttn,h to rntsr!.asb atdatnnrl l$it

Rssia ias not rsou.ed ib aiG io .onhol these states. Rusia will noi
be happy to see Turkey ha\ing good relatiN widr drem
The Western wo d reognized the Baltk slaEs riSht away, but not the
Turkrc siaks. Tlikey could wel be dp ody one HoSnizing them
Th6e countriF are poor. Thay .o!ld be a burden on Tuie!
Tlese r{oBniiions colld weu be intelppred 6 Tukey's iedeployment ot
old Pdtudid poli.ies dd as su.h .oL d ac.entuaie the isolated Posiiion
that Turket fac6 in intemiional Iorm because of the CtTrus Problm.
Turk€y's tuiur€ lics in the l '6t It should not w6i€ ib dergy in the last

The repoi con hded that thots siaies it[i ofncially called for Hogriiion
shorld be recognized, md ihnt ihis should include (without di$rituahon)
not only dre Tu*i. siaies, but also all the sratrs ot the fomer Soviet Union.
Rusia was bsy with internal problens. Turkah-Rssid e.onomic relaiioro
were b6ed on mutual inter€*s and if dana8ed, Russiat inleresrs vodd be
injured as wel1. whait nore, these she having large populations and
inpodant n.tural sources vould be re.ogtuzed in tue time by ihe We$em
states lor eononi. interesb and by the Aiab world and lrm loi .ouiots
bahncnrS rhe Turkish iniusce

Alier ihis, a diplomat was senr io find suitnble dbassy buildirys, md
Turkey b{me thc liist counhy to EcoCnize the Trljc stales

Att€r the etablishment of diplosnric reladotr, taework agreemenb weE
mde mdd the nme ol ihe 'ftien&hip dd cooperation Agrddt'. After
rhese instumenls, which coBisted ol shod md general PrcvGions about t\e
stabtishmmt of vaious ielatioN, noE specific ag@nls were rorih.oning
Ihee istumts (the nmber of lvhich is aomd 300 now) deali vfth e.ono_
nic (pronotion oi inv6henis, pGvention of double raxaiio4 etc.) fld
political, miliiary, md also cultuial (educational cooperarioq s.holarsNPs, et )

2) E:tabh.htpnt ol th? infa ,'ttt.dt tbs

rukey mde effo s to 6iablish d6 in lou caiegode6:

a Tramrorrtt r. Ai. hks between drse sial6 weF edablished though
Moscow In rh€ b€Aimin& Trkish Aitrays OH! orgdized two fli3hb
a wek dong theh capiials and betueen Ankara dd these comties As
ot the end o11996, alY hd egular fli8hls to Ba!u, Ashkhabad, Alnati,
Bishlek and Tashkent Ai$ay .onpanies oI Azerbaiid, Tlrkmenistary
Uzbehstd dd Kirghizstan hav€ reguhr nighb to ktanbul. These airlints
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nade the iegion arilactive for Tlrt<ish dd tor€ign businesma dd also
put Istanbul dong L\€ worldt inpo*dt do$loads.

b) Er4y pieli's. Turkey srived had for pipelines ro b€ built so rhat azei
oil would dis.hdge to C€ylE, a Tuikish port on ihe Meditetraned. this
maftd ws nost imtortdl lor Tulkey for obvious {onomic ad political
re6ons. But rh* agiendh sisred at rhe very b.giming bee@n Tu*et
and Azsbaijm lor oi1/ and berweo Tukey and Tur*menistm for narural
8as, have noi yei been realized 6 a resulr of Ru$ian jnrerferen.e.

.) retmnntniutians.Twkzt Nas very succe$tul in n\is lield.ln Ociobe! 1992
the firsi digiral telephone neeork ol rh€ old s.vier unior was set up in
Azerbaijm Tuljsh PTI gave 6 a Aili ro Kazakstan exrendible dig al
ielephone netrvorrs (3,s00 lines)/ and othd Tu*ic iares (2"500 lin6 each)
dd also earth staiions. Thus ihse couties weJe opded to global com
nunication ihrcugh Turkey's commi.ahon saieu e.

d) Htnan inuestndts ro creare an alteinative ro Russia Md to R!$ia dntu,
md also bo set up .ultural ti€s beeeen Turkey ad rhs stat6/ abarr
11,000 educaiion schola$hips were gn€n b studenls of th6e .oubies io
.ome ed siudy in Tu*ey. Ar of the end of 199t a rotal ol 1,319 secondary
s.hool siudenb and 8/472 univesiry studmis @me ro Turkey on th6e
s.holarships. ol rhe s{ondary shool studenb 537 Sraduahd, {d 755 lost
L\en s.holarships foNa ous reasoN ol rh. uivesiry siudenlsi 164
graduaied and 2230lost their s.hobBhips lor vadous Edotu. As ot the
end of 1996 agai4 47 secondary school *udmk md 6/{DB univsfty
studenrs weE studying in Turkey.

the Tutish MinisEy of National Educarion opsed five teding c4t6 h
rhe Tukic srats b ieach the Tu!.i6h Imguage 6 spoks in Turket e€tve
high sch.ols dd eo prcIe$ioml education cenhes. Irivare persotr aid
instiiutiore (m6t of whicn m religious loudariotu) opened some ninely-thft
schools including hvo diveFiiis and three faculriB.

work on a .omon Turkish alphabei w6 srar,ed In Deember 1991/ the
Azen Parlimeni de.ided ro adopt rhe ritin alphab€t, dd it vas adopi€d in
1992 lhe Turl<tunistan Pdliahent adopted n as of lanuaiy 196. TXe a.Lnini-
srlaiions in Uzbekidan md Kirghizstan tool $e sMe deision bui inptenen-

The Tukish TV .h:mel 'Avr6ya'
1992 lor wen hols on weekdals, and

CEumsia) sitrit€d brcadcasting in May
ihineen hors duhg wekends, How
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ever, this nridative was not very nr.e$tuIb{ause Trki. comhies foud
it expensiYe to dishibute dris broadcasnng by .ablc dd nlso hcsirared bo.ause
of Russia.Noa'alrasya'brc .asLsibr.uSh: EntedpiivaieRu$ian.hainel

Tlre T!.kish E\nnbank prorided .rediB to over 300 Tukish lilm workng
i'r the Turki. states The Turkhh Friv.tc sc.toi wa.spcciauy intersicd n
Azebaiian be.ause tr Nrs Be€raphi.ally and linguisti.ally dosemd also L\e
non devel oped o f ihem r U Conse que ndy sone USg500 million Nas irvcstc.t
, n 4 p  c  , , d f o I  . r  ' d t o  -  o  q d d  r  " p . , ,  r r ' '  . o t r " r o
credit io Georgia To Arndnia earthguake aid amouhng iD USS240,000 in

rebruarrt992,:rd52,000ionsof Lvh.ahvas
girer uniil the Azen pr€ssnF p

Turker.pened a toialcredt ofUSS9]6 nillion io rheTu*i. naies As of
1996, USS569 nillion of (his (62.1 percent) rv* nse.l

Tuikey Eave ihese *ahs LIs$1$ 19 'nillion in hunaniiaian trid. 55 million
ot L\s a as given to Azerba,jd md Ni*nftevin Asofthepfdofl996,Trrkey
hdl transferftd t ihesecornties US$3'i0 nillion in Eximbinkcredtrs, dedir

The Turkjsh Exinbank planned io exercise its acrhity l. three stages Lr
lne fnn stage daia (6 gaihered lor economic analysis Unls and measures
in these combies were difiereni thm those d ihe wen To ove(one ihf, the
Tu*ish Staie Instituie !f Siati$i.s and the Tu*ish Siand.rds Innitute was
inviied io help In tlre sa..nd sragq the Turkish lconomic Delelotncnt
r8en.y was enhusbd wirh re.hnnd aid and coordi,raiior In rhe rhiid srage,
a TRding B.nk reas planned t finin.c tidc bcbLeen the hlo rdes

Exinba|rk's rcsourccs lcn!. a lot io bc dcind, bni tr hit .eyenheless
helped prnale Turkish firms to make .onslderable prcgre! i. i.veshcnis
in lq95 and 1996. Impo,lantbuildingcontrcisand i'rdustial !roleds alr..dy
cofFleted, in progr€ss, or neNly signed, rea.h a toial sum of orq LI5s5 billion
0 3 bllli.n in Klzaksrd, 279 rilliod in Ki+hi^td, 1.6 billion in Turknenisbn,
9134 nillion in Uzbetisian, 500 'nillnrn in A2erbaljan and 1375 million in
Tadjikrsid). rhN snn, representng over 200 projecrs bein8 caded out by
alnost 700 firns, nakc Turk.y thc s(ond biggesi inrcstoL in ihe Turli.
.ol.ties atter Ru$ia {6 billion dollas).

Tu*ey'�s radelv h dEsecou.ri.s(:sLI592335millionin1992, irton hed
usss,1,r 7 million in 1995.lb nake i.onrprLison, nr r99s Turkeyk rsdeNiih
Rumanh anodt.d iouss669 milloD niih Bnlgam us$s3s mi11i.n
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a) AtLhereNbcgituring, ir\vaLheUnitldSt.teswhoaduiLlyPnshcdTuley
to(ards ihe* ner drntips,'bc.aus. shc fcai.d an lrmian influef.e i'r
rftrns.au.asia tud Cental Asii Turkey Nh! has had a Lib.ral c.onomy
sinc.1930, Na5..nsidcrd b! d\.US (o be a nodel for dresa neN nrtes
But \!.stern .ount,$ hi|e $rrted b enier thcs. r.unkies diredl! either
b,".'$e the! rtr disappoi.ted over Tukey s e.ononric .aPa.iil dd/or
be.anse ihey luye be.n ablc t. organi? ihe,Gelles in the derntim..

b) Turkey msinkrPrctedlhe gFat.hangeofthaearly90s As thrd no more
.onnon ftuntie6 rath th. Solict Union, ii L\ought thit Rrcsla ha.l dis
npprrcd ilo n8 w iih .onnuniin There loP, r entcr.d Tia ns.a u. ara like
en ie r i |E rn .np tysPacc  J t r r ssoon tod i s .o fdd t t t hGnaso  Id i l l u

.) A.nLrllt, ahit r{. had hare aas a dsna.d' fr.n the nen TLdkic staies
berfilder..l bl r. lncrpeded nd.len'iente, raiher than .i 'ofrs' Irom
furkNv Turkev aas.oi i.rlstomed i. su.h don.nds and wis 'n. rav

d) Tukel aLso $anred io rcgiii lts lorner nEiegi. inFohan.e in th. eyes
oI rhe Wen esp.riall), bv rillng ihe gap Ti;nscau.asia.

a) Economi.ally, Turker needed to hang onio soncthjnS {hen ihe.hanges
of (he 90s to.k pl.ce FilsiLt, Jier 1930 Tnrkey had oPened !P for the
trond e.o.omf.rd ih s ne.essiiai.d findtU ne\! ma*.is for its exPorLs.
Seco,rdly, it had alLeady lon sohe oi its nafkeh by then Libva rsked no
noro fd {orkeE md in\ e*.reni, and did not cr.n Fay its debis, md Lrq
dennyed iEelf with th. CulI w TheEuropernUnion'tu*zed'Trikeis
demmd for fuLLnEnbersh,F in 1937 whats inorc, Turkly! l.ses as i
rn  to f  rh .Gu l IWt r r r . LUS$95b i l L ionpvenr t i t ube8 im lng ( ihe l  no l
.n'ount to sone 20biuion, Thtdlt, dP world elonomvlrasako gor8
thiough n pra..s.r fen.udumliz.ti.n be.ausa oI globiliz.tiun
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Apdt liom these la.t!, Trftcaucasia was RononicaUy and geographically
very impoiri becase ii w4 ihe road leading to Russia, an imporlant
economic parber, and cenear asia was lich esp{ially in oil and natulal
gas. Tur*mmish's natual gis wornd Fduce Tukey's d9endmce on

b) ?oliticall, the Tlrkic states were an impoitant opaing lor Tulkey Fistly,
Turkey had fimlly udeEtood L\ai helple$ly waitirg ai ihe door oI L\e
EuDpem Union was hadly rhe solution. Being sme Lind of le.der or
spokesmd for the6e comiries wodd skength.n Tukey in th. ey.s of ihe
Europem. Secondlt ihis wodd also save Turkey's loreign poli.y lron
being 'indered' to that of Crde, and thndlt thG would l6sen Turkey's
Golated losition in Ore intemational dm.

In due iine, Tukeyt inbrnal politics became one oI ihe noiors of ihis
.ostryt concern in Trms.aucsia. One ol drese intemal lactos was the
reliSious and 6p{ially Panturanim righrwing politi.ar pani6 md groups
alrcady mdiioned. Unde. then influen e, Turki3h public opinion and lhe
m€dia lelt ob18ed ro lhongty iake sides in the A?eri Anenian conlli.r
Espe.ialy uder Abuuet ll.ibet, ihd ldtudid in.lined PFsident of
Azerbaijan befoie Aliyev, the racct National Action Party OclP) g16tly
increased ils activity in Arerbaijan and cosequady $e Ministry ol Foieign
Afiails was constanlly plesurized by politicians.

A second fador of intumal polih.s was m uexpected oner T]le lobbis of
the Trd.aN6im diaspo$ in Trrkey. This di6por4 .onposed of Azeris,
C€orgim, Abknd. Cii.asim etc. totallhg sone 3 million, mdaSed to
kep alive the .on€rn of the public and that of the politidffi.

c) Psychologicallt Tuiket who ielt inienationally isolaied, rvas also quiie
happy io discover som'couim' looking to her {fih hoperul eyes.

fh, frttith AprtNLh to fntsatasb and cenhl {sto

Tne ?ros .nd Cotu of Turkey's Trarucrrcasian
ad Central Asian Policy

Turkey s policy towards the T!rk. stats had certain beneits for both sids.
The Turki. daB profied fmm Turkey's expe ence in such lields as rcpre-
*niatian in inteinational oigdizations, state-buildin& nation-blilding, ituti-
rdionalization md 6hy to world narkets. Ihey also fosd nuch needed p.sy
.hological reliet ar ihe begiming



It is also veiy probable that because of the Tuikish factor, Rusia and lran
paid moF atentian to theTurkicstatesthan they oihetrise niShr harc done.
Tuik.y profited lrom tiese relarioro by lssening ih isolaiioD incrasina its
presiige and also by opcning ncw tukcts. }rt, on lhe other hand, these
rclaiions bore .edain diawback fof Turkey whi.h .ould be dasified under

1) [.',o,Jnaliy Turkey is a .ouniry with a vision, blt not enou8h noney.
Making a lot of e.onomic piomises that it .an i Lep .ould be detinenial io
Tnrkey's pFstige, vis i vis these counkias

what s nore, ihe oed s g,ym to the Tu*i. siai6 are .redits ihat Tu*ey
obiahcd from Wcstdn counh'ies, 3nd thii is the nain reason why Eximbanh
.rddits are sonervhat expensn€ fo. rhe Turki. sbies. Tukey is sri. ii will pay
thcse cledits ba.k to ihe We* in dne hme but ifs noi so suE that the Tlrki.
states will be able ro do ihe sane Ar a tuttei of f.ct, a donation oI US$73
million in total was hade in 1992 93 to those couniries airh palment diffi-
cL ties. Ihis .o!ld bc koublesome lor a .ounty like Turke), wnh a fortign debt
o ,  r  ' $30  .  i . . i on  d r .  d  o  p "1d  0 t , l r o  \ "o  '  1 .  1 ! '  ( -e \ "  r

On ihe oihor hdd, a.cording to ihe Ministry reporb, Exinbmk uedic are
bringpaid backreBuhrly,and privare investoB hale ali..dy regained rhair
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2) L.n ihe anBle ol /orc'F, fo/i.y, Turkeyt pusuib in conkal Asia and
esle.ially in Traro.au.eF ha\€ attactd the aninosily of Ru$ia and han
Ii$tlt the slogan ihat Turkey 6ed in approaching these .ounhies was 'an

independent, dcnocmti. a nd s(ular regine i{iih a lree narkei e.onomy'. Ih.
tusi word 'independent' dFrv rhe ne ol Rusiq ihe se.ond wcrd 'deno.ratic'

created a strong rea.tion fion ihe old colrnLmist lead.6 of thes counhies,
while the rhird word t{ulal Eeneraied the animosiiy of kan.

secondly, taken hom a nore pFcticrl angla, Russia Nas alarmed by cenain
happenings in Turkey For irehcq ai ihe begimng, slogds like 'a Turkish
world fron ihc Adri.tic b ihe China Sea'gave the inpresion rhat Turkey
.omiders Russia as nonex istent Moreover, .aita nr gro ups in Turkey appba-
.hed the Tlrkic star€s I idr a 'Turco hlani. s]nihesis' which had ?dturkist
a.d lanklamisl or€itones; sonre groups of Caucasian diaspod were volutary
lighters in the chechen wr, dd thE klamist M.yor ol htanbul opened a park

3) Fron ihc angle of Turkeyt do,zti. pdl i6, ihe emergen.{ of Turkic siatas
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shenSthened si8Dfi.dtly deht wing Polibcrl ldrtias Youg miumc ol dP
ra.ist MHP nenhon d above ivele hained ro LEe am in Patamiiary camPs
duriry Elcibey's pEsiden.y jn Azelbaiid, in cas like ihis, aabaijm serve'r
6 a lented rvomb' Ior ihe MHl. Turkhh ia.isi cides wdnt so Jar as to srage
a miljtary coup in Balu h 1995 io pui dorvn ?resident Aliyev and F,tuiall
lanturmi* H.ibey The couP was aborkd {hen the Turkish anminih*i..
in Ankaia wamed Aliyev ju* in iime Anoiher adveniue like this couid be
fatal for Turkish lorcLgn lolicy.

Talen roSerher with d1e Turkish Fa.tion agaitut Ktridish nationalGm, this
nEnSthening of rhe ra.ist tendency is bound to be detimenL?l io Turkish
politics Speaking of ihe Krrdish I ues hon in Tukoy, one cou la a F wcl I ton ch

upon ihefn t $at sme Turkish citizero of Kuilish deseni fir.l ii rnrair ihal
Turkey spends so nuch noney ed en68y in Turkic *ries when, in Turkey,
L\ey lve in niserabl€ condiiions.

Finally, there is also thc danger, io say ihe leasi, ihat ethnic connicc in
Trmcaucasia may be reo{ied back to Tlrkey where eihnic balan.e $ raL\er
delicate. As tr mibr of fact, the Abkhaz Ceolgid .onnict edoes even on TV
pmel dis.lssioc in Tu ey Ihe confli.t berwean (hese tuo e$n1. elemenb
which was rorally uhcard oI before the r990s b iakinS slch a Positon that
they siart b teparate their colfee hous6', a Politi.al erPrsion d.ting from
ihe politi.il pra.tices of rhe 1950s rnd meaninS to hale each .thcr

Whals noE, the animciiy beiween Abkhaz 3nd Ceorgian diasporas F
infludcing the politi.iaB and these Politicians iry to infltrm.e lhe Minishy
dd the covenneni, makh8 difficuli lhen radonal functiorinS when thc
AbLnz diaspora aot organized md sent hlffiitarian aid ro ethnic Abkhaz
6ghiiry againr the Georgian governnent, Turkey was unable to stoP this and
had to intre6e  s hummiiarid ajd to Georgia by the s.ne anolnt

Turke/s TraN.au.asid ?olicy. A condusion

t) Upon the disiniegraiion of ths Soviet Union in 1991 a 'Caucaim Wall' arose
betu een Turkey and its 'largc neighbou i to rhe nonh' This w as for the se.ond

'nre lir* trll', set up by ihe rhee 'bourgeois governDents' of Ti.n$
Gucasia in 1913 dd denolished by the.omuists in 1920, had s..ftd the
.turkish natiomlists under Mushfa Kesal very n!ch, b{ause ih€ .bsenca or
a.omon fronrier woL d hinder soviei aid ihe only contributor ro ihe

h.onkast to tlE fnsi, ihc nsing of the second 'walL' mdde Turkey rcry
nappy because ttus nas the end ol rhe connon hontier widr Russiq actuany
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a m.re danSerous neiAhbour than thd USSR, gn'.r thc fa.t that the West
would noi so Fadily suppoiTurkey.Sainn'c.pitilin' Russla as thef night
hare donc agiisi thc tolmunist' Soviet Union

T!d:yrll ihreeTr.n{aucisian {ar.s arcweakand unsiabl.and ihE isnot
in Turkeyt iniepns ai.ll. Rather, Turk.y s inicrcsb rvould be rreter served
if thLy wcJc as stong.nd stiblc as possible Othefllise, ru$ia i i11 be bacL

Bur, as  nrtter .j hd, liusia is ha.k at lexr aiih its mil,ttrry bnscs,
L\:ds todenab izing.onfli.ss,chasAz.i.Arneni.nand Abkhaz Ceofglar
Wiihoui theNtrgomo'Kaiabaknconnict, the(hancesof realizin8 the azerioil
pipeline (Baku.Cethan llne prevjolslt' renii.ned ) so btrd1y desiFd by Tu*ey,
would have bean .onsiderabty h,gher

The Minisiry has a rcal$h. Tres.ar.asid poLicy. Iron this poinl or viei,
t is d uninierupt.d ..ntinlation of the Retubln:'s traditionsl status quo

Foli.y. ButthisFolicy inhinderedbyoutsideponerslikeltu$ia, lnnandalso
A7-erb:itan, .s n€]1 as done$,. cn.bs rhai blo.k thc lvay lor norhalization
ol Turkish-Arm.n n n relaiions Yet, ihe keyn.rc to Turk sh poli.yio T'ans

a) Amdnia h the shortest route for Az-eri oil and tha Turkmen natural gas

b) Armenia s.ontinuing weakness is lhe reas.n dhy thisco!ntry ismiLitarilt
dependeni or Russia and.ronodi.ally d.Fendeft on lran, boih rnak or

.) Thd end of th. Az.ri'Arn.niin .offlict would le$en tlre .hinces oi rhe
Tnrkish n.i$ righh'ing

dl TLtrkcy *ill h.v. no nore horbles lil<e ihe:lleAed 'Kurdish Republi. of
Li.in in Nig.Lno K:nbakh

e) ATurlish Ai,nenian hiendship Nonld be a drasric blol toih.'Armenian
Ceno.ide' prcblen ihat badl), hirh.d the Tu*ish ihag. .!e r since 1910

I am ofthe olirion that the Arnenian I'resid en t, TeFl'eho$r n, c the most
important pronoier olsu.h a rapprc.heneni. As a nrater of la.t, hc prohibibd
the canps set up bl' the Kurdish l'KK orgrnization in Amenia s e thai the
Amenim nationili$ Tashni*suryun l.ty wis cl.ssd, and its leadars lailed
on drug.ha*ds, deletdd ihe 'Cenocide clause' nr the Armenian connnuton
and even made tr dedarhon as to.n orntual Amcnian wiihdr.a.l fron
o..npicd Azei linds should thc r.litnJns wiih Tlrke! bsoia n.rnahzed
\ r ' " "  " P . ' r  . '  I  o .  1 6 .  g  - " " P . , ,
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hard ship, l odd piobably bing n lot o f ad\aniaSes to bo th sides Bui ali this
is incumbeni on the Azeri \nonian .onllict sioPPing dd thh would be teiv
duch a8^itrt Rssid and hmian interesrs 6

2) Rssia is a.ting nowadar€ as if it would like to give the nanmm dE
.amfoit possible io Tukey 1i retuses to.onCy wnh dre nrleF or iha cFE
. 4 l {en l !o  1 "  Md  d . . c  n r r s .  i ( "u  "  d  h i  o " rn f  kd  t \ e r { ' r o
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Turkey, md wanb to sel long rmge missiles io kan
,J rhis is takhg pla.e not oJJy beause Turtey is a sious nvat.oncerdng

the Azeri md Kazah oil and the Tu.kmen natual gas PiPelines, but esPd'

cially bRase som€ 31oups in Tukey de vert mu.h agnist Ru$ia s nanner
ol dealhg with delicale ednic problem, e.g, sending volunteeb to 6ght in

An urhealthy plaiioEhip betseen Turkey ed Russia .amot po$ibly helP
io establish ldiing relations in Trmscau.asia, hisioncany and geosktrregicarlt
ine 'backyard' of Russia slogtu dd a.tiotu dishrlbing Rusia should al all
ccb be siopped, be.ause ihey are noi in the iniersb.f Turkey eiiher'

After aD, a ecsion ol Che.henia hon Russia is technicaly no difie€ni
thd dre secFsion of the Southea$ region fron Turkey

! bek ;n amdtr nre rdhakuiu Ptry h* eoPei€d ft6e dqelopfrenb !c


