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TtLoushts on the State and the Kuadish
Identity in Turkey

Baskin Onn

Th. Ailo?tim of A6eimilati6 Policy l,y the Tuklrh Stirt anit it3 Re$oB

To put it sihply, dd brcadry sP4lin& state Policy m 3!ou! iddti9 cd be
djvided htd two nain €tegolier Asimilalim and hteSntior

Assimnan@ G d attenpi by rhe State to homgdize society thlougn the
elimimdd of.lt fom oI divelgen@; qrhtar, reliE1os, ernnic,InguisEc ft
If in dt elven society ths€ is a l'ign rate of dikrsification, dd in Padicurr
if pmspeliry is low, thm ii is tui mu!,r ior this Policy 1o be inplddred
bv mMs ot I@e. lvh€n thG Nm, tlre sity oI the Srate.m be acniaed
lor a limited tim, but it i! Gually very dillicut to cleab ad l€aP ihe dsired
uitt to. ro.g. Thj! is bdase sity, as in a @Eiaga is smed{ng tnat cd
orny be volmt rt md cauoi b€ imPGed.

In integranon" how@r ihe pur?ose is to @ale a udtt b€h{@
divsir6. tn d nrlogy, wh6€ dthjlalion @uld be ]il(ded ro a 'grjnder',

inregFlan sorrd be a ralad bowl' in which aI 6e ingEdidi, of the salad
rsub-cultr6i retained thei! disr,fttiw cidrberbti4 dd the Ein rasb
shenmed tron the.tre.ins (tlE !pPd<ut!re),

sine its joudatid in 1923, Ihe Tuksh Relublic has opied ld the fiEt
alteMtiv€. Ilence in rhat rold6,l shail ofGr ny nrousnrs on lhe ud.ating
EsoG Ior ihl!.hoie, in nlntion to botn {E inEnul dd rhe e*temtr sftext'

i1h. Intdntl CnE x The Lesac! oJ th. otkwi E Pn..

1) the inpact oI the M'&r stsr€n':

the Tu]<jsh Republc is e exr€niim oi the Otrdm !npi€, .t the m of
which w6 t1E Mtilet stsEm. At dE v€ry ndt of ihb conepr lay Fligion.
Every lelr3ion (dd, ii il€ ce of th. chrbtim, dery onf€ssid) wa
co.lida€d a rtitremt midrl. A@dingly, a! Muslire, r€gatdles ot lhen o&s
differenG, belonged to dre sme ?rluslin Nan@' (6d). Theftro€, Kuds

t. 'Mdd wldd rh4 d reli3io6 C<!rEd|'" b ued tu 'Ftion nM.
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sere never consid€r€d to bc dy dilierent lrom Tuks desPiie ihen divee
cthnic, linSuisiic teatur€s et..

Wher the Republic was foude.l, the lega.y of ihe Miudr Syshm was very
well suibd to dp naiionalist poll.y of a state that did not allow nrnhPle

2) I1ie Yomg Turk kadition:

In the sond d{ade of tho 20th Century, ihe YomA Tu*s (ltl'trr @ Irm}*i
Itrlrt The Pafty of U.ion and FroSrcss) ddninared the Polittcar $ene n rh.
lmpire. fteir 'Turki6cation' poli.Fs of .ouse ex.lded any cultural identity
odrer ihm Turlish. Mlstafa Kemal and ihe othcr architecrs of dP R€Pnbli.
a1L.me tom this s.hool of thought and we€ to aPPly ihe piin.iPah ol dns

3) The anticipation oI ihe otbman disinteSration:

Tle Ottoman Empire went dtough a raPid lra8meniarion duing the lgih
Cenrury leadhg up io the point oJ ils fiftrl collaPsc at rhe end oI ihe Fnst
htorld Wd lftteed, the Enpirc whi.h on e sPanned rhree continents was
redued io a snall nation srare squeezed into the Anaiolitrn Penituula Sin.e
lle Republi. innerited almost ihe sme mosai. of peoPles, dre ..n..rn 3bout
a sinilar o.curence happening tedfied both the Turkish PeoPle and the elite.
The Iear oJ losing the pre.ious peni.sula also contribuied a great d.al to rh€
Nolemnc. with whi.h culiural identiti€s olher than Tukish were iegarded

,1) Ihe Kurdish UPrCin8s:

Tle above nentioned worry turned into shEei paranoia when iheE ws a
serioG uprning in 1925 siaded by tne Kudish underground orgmization
Aadi (fomed in 1923), a meE sixteen monihs after L\e advent of the RePublic
ody in 1933 was rhe staie able to plt out the tne creaied by drese uPisirys.

'|tu ExEntaL Contz\t: TIE Fasdst Atnnsphzte 0J the bt rtun vilE

h the yea6 ben{een the hvo World Was, the Turkish RQubli. wa founded
and Kemalism was d.veloped as the natiomlEr iddology. Ihis Period, duing
whi.h ihe Kemalists fought ih€ Krrdish uprisings, was characi€rted above
all by ltalian, German, Easkrn luoPean and Balkan ini%nl naiionalisN; the
slogansof whichfoundEsondceanongihe(malisls:Xitloit TneTurkish
Nation,Eirlercr-TheTukishsbb,EirPrTrei TheleopletRcubli.d?artt
fouded by M. Kenal, dle 'Iin F lra'



Th.,8hk on th. StaP and Kura6h Bdhtt ft Ttia!

M!.h in dE 8de way d the M,Ir, Syslem mrtieed abm, the
intemdonnl f€€ling ws v€ry well suted io Tukis! DEonalbh d Johdabd
by the (ealist €lit6; wno re themelvG studmrE of Flsrn ja@binis

I! condsion fier! aI of the inEm.l dd exbernal is6us .ontributed to
iI€ shmg rendd.y towaids sihilation in th€ Turhsh Republic I shaU n@
rm the dis$@ rowd& ft€ rc6m for tne fanu€ of this Ninilationist

Reasdd for the fatlue oI thc $are's a$inilalim poli.ies towarab fte

one n6t adhit that tne Tukish Srar€ has bs quite sucqd'n in its mtion
bdlding prcjd. Bositu, Pob.lc, Albanim, Cretd\r Cftasitu, Abhaz,
Tab. Gmrgiff. Lz.rc. w.e su(sstuIy mled uds $e Sqenc ure
tud comon cdfilal idmtity oI the Tulkish Natim (rtr& Mr''€t'). This is
pshaps edily ecl)mbd for bt at l63t tro facto$. Fi6dy, all the€ p€opl6
were Mu.lim, .nd dE nm-Musliru in Turkey werc le$ rha thF per(Er
ol the whol€ popuiatim Seondi, aU lhee peoplF @ B,ll<m or
Tramaucim iNrgrdrg One dat dra{ attentid to the fact that
imiStdts, jn cmt6t to aureltorcG p@pr*, e rathd M inclinal to
adapt io dEi! lrs .ouhy rather thd asst their own mtionalire

The ore significdr exeption to dE suess of KqElist Eii@albn vd
dG Kurds; d auto.htonN people. Today de failu!€ ol Koalich'c nali.n-
buildirg pns vith Egad b rhe Kd.b - at lst a sizrble proportim of
ihe4 seetr obvioG. I sh.I FopG th€ folowing i€Ms for this hiture:

1) TIE conept of hatim+ta€'relies on the Gmption that state dd lation
de iddticrl. Iatu mddtmdine, howa, lals shofi oi.aphdng the lealiry
in fie Mddlelalt whde pncticaly aI Stabes e multi-national dd aI
P€oPls N tsN trontis.

2) A$irnahonist policy inTuk€y dd not or y affet th€ Ku&, bui also mde
the Tuki blind to the isu€. Up uril ihe 1990s lhqe was no public ophion
lavouable to the dmd{G ol the Kur&, baause'tne Tuk on the strer was
mi evm awar€ that ttEp weE Kudr in Tukey, let alme a Kudish P|obl€n.
It ws ody aft€! dE PKK fKudistd wolk€s' Pa*y) beg& its teEorjst
activitiF in 19&l {Ei people in gemlar fEt h€&d abour ft.



For i.mPk cdbdbi (rEnkiPrion)
Etu Bo4Eran Gd. ind hinrabn, rrdisbr, tk Kitfi 6?t4i tlsti rq?), 2 .nt,
UPP$L,DesYa'ftYi,rKsimD9

B,niiiy. Resrnsrs liEqub! (ud$h
an.flan Fdondism) b8 rhey @
rdiq]oEh!dg,h.nashak$id'

3) Kurdish naiionaliiy js too deeply ooted md poweilul to bo sihilared.'Ihe 6Er Kurdish 'narionalisr' newspaper xudis.ar, came our in 1393 - onty
L\.@ y€a6 afbl the publication of A4dsMt, dp Yomg Turk'newslaper.
tuithmore along wiih ihe Mdr,rryel (Second Coret urion 1903) variols
Kudish a$ciatiotu dd publications which highlighrd Kudish cultural
chaGcrerjstics (laneuage, epirr nydE, eic.) nourished After the M ,rukd
(Amistic oI1913) there were others claiming independence. As was siated
errli€r, ihe very secret revolutionaiy orgdizaiion (r,1zadi) which started dre
1925 uprishsr, wa lourdetl belore the Republc w6 d{lared and rhe Ku rdish
rebgllim w€re mt io be pui down until 1933. coequmrlt rhe menory and
bitleine$ of su.h a dfrp moied md inreNive nation list .onni.t wep parsed
on ftom geneEtion io gmeralion and the awdenes ot Kur'lish conciousnG

1) The rcn€pt ol a common fatherland' pli€s neavily on mtimal economic
activi9. 'Colrmon nationar sentment' .a o y be de\€loped in rhose acas
hcluded in ihe 'nation l {onohic narker B(aus. of the lare adval oI L\e
impa.i or Turkish indskiatization - due io ihe nountainous mhm or rhe
brain ad dr iough climale - $e high concentration of Kuids in Easrem
Afttolia we.e only reenrly included in the laibr con€pr on the other hM4
Kurdish nationalism flourished therc veiy edly. Had t been rhe other way
aroun4 i.e., had the comnon economi. n.rker included thh parr of rhe
peni^sula before Kudish mhonalisn was borr! Nimilation mighr have srood

2) Even in coutfts whi.h wn io enjoy tu.h hor prosperiry dd a sirons
snse or national mit_v, w€ observe rhe appearanc. of nariomlisr movenenh
in cases where {onomic dispaiiies iuxia! ose .onfessionat religious, erhnic
et. d iffer€nces. Eashrn A na toL a ha ben ar a cotrtdr disdyanraSe ever si.ce
the wodd hade routes shilted away rron rhere (16th centuiy).
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In the p€ent atsnosphe!€ of globalizatio[ o'mmication &d
rronsportarion lnls vith laslErn Auiola have impmved. However, what
bav€ll€d thro!8h th6e channels was noi e.onomic develoPment, but
infornatron alom. so dErefoE &e Kurds' ielative depleiation has further
inclsed lhrough comPdisotu with the Tltkish w6i gen.e, ihcir'adaF.6s
ol beiry ftglected' has also glown to an intolerable l€v€1.

3) Modemization witiout dewlopmdi cieaies so.ial mobility/ which in tu,
dates new demds. Lriiiutional inability to meet th6e demands lorces tlt
stFten to colapP. Tnis is lreisely tlre situaiion in Tuley roday. Ihe sFt n
d€nis or Eject3 re dddds (sucn as br@dc6t ng in Kudisli, for instd€),
dd ireists on ssimilation 5 though it w€re still po$ible.

4) De€ply rcoi€d Kudish natiomLty, iunedned indush ializaiion, ubanization,
dd educatior inditably led io the rise oJ ihe Kudish inielle.tuals. Needl6s
to say, in lndeldevelopd couhies, inte[4hra]6 lead-and even deae

Id.alagi@L Md PaLili@L Feors

1) Se.ularjsm ws a tundanoral pimiple of ihe n€w'naiionio-be'. Ihus, the
filst act oi rhe Republic was iI€ abolishhmt of the IGalifaie. The Khalilab,
nowoer, slrboliz€d ihe only linl between Trrks dd (uds: lslan
Dismding this tie gave rise, in a ahnosphere ol pes,s€ni emphsis on dE
Tu*ish elddt, a turther stienethening of dle sense oI disriminahon mong

2) The leading policy of $e Republic vis'a'vis the Krrds, slch as the one
Fpresied by lield Mashal levzi ealmk, was based on the shai€gy ol
lrevdting Kudish nationalisn L\rugh the i$lation ot the Ku.ds. Ihis policy
was rigidly enlorcd up mtil L\e r950s therefore, asinilation vas apPlied
by only a hmdtul of civil adminiskators, nnitary pe$omel and tea.hels

3) The upper ideniiiy which ttE Republic soqhr io impop upon ihe Kuds
could have reached the province by nes of indutialtaiion aldtu, but mder
dEse conditions ii did mt On the onhary, ihe prcvin.e cam to the Idge
c i6 df ihe w6t alter tlE 1950s da l,o domstic niSration for e.onomic and
edu.ational pu+os. Inded, boL\ in developed dd uderd{eloped couhi6
alike, big citi6 have always b€s the cradle of nrrionalisn. Turkey {as no



q ?pholo lne ' Lle. dc _l P.o ltPmPo d |\uo.l n'J dl {eiF lo ' Lhen

d fo ; " rheu1  !F i r ) )o 'd  r  mdo-  'P  l i ne  Lc "o  ' l  ano  qn tdo

1) The Ottomd EmpiF, like all odti ldSe enPn€s, wd based on the r€sPect

shown io narious identities (Tukisll, Crcel Arneniary leLvGll Kuidisb Ld

etc). Ihe Enrne qathered all drese diveGe lo@r ids,rili,s under ihe trPl 

id";iitu .l 'oir,on;"i"-', whi.h -as idcntical ro none or these lhe Turkish

Reluiic inevitably inherited this ich variety oI lowaFjdenhiies and ver iho

rb;eGiddtitv it int6ed eliminahd.ll odler but oner furkish. The lern
'ir!ti." * ru-.r"/ (;r,,rr" rl,'ttdi') Ged by M$iara Kenal duing the wd
of Ind€penden.€ w.s nevet io be heard again after the dare or the dedaration

of the Republic (october 29th, 1923) as ii was deliniblv Eplaed bv that ol

Turlash iGtion' (Trrk MilJ.lf)' this led, at lea* onE ot the lowe.identiiy

groups, mely the Kffdj who fought alongside ihe Turkf, to Jcel leli otrt

r I 'e ro.r irpo fl sre o bP o ' oeled $"" ' d:t
E  r . -  me in inq  rp l  . o  o t  f  "qo 'o  l r r l  l \  r ,m  fdo  d  "_o i r ' e r -  b  '

: nF r " .Td ; "M ine  ,1 " , " y  1 r .  i . . " . e - rpo  o4 , i /P tu r "  q l l  r hP

.itizec of Tuikey ;vere called Turks secondlv, rvnhin the inhrmtional

annosphdE of nazisn dd fasism, ihe tem soon Sained edrnic connotations

dosel; relaied to racism. Ihis se.ond $a8e or ihe word ws to Prev.nt the

iniesration of the Kurrls into rh€ $ird neanine oI &e r.rm, ihe nost inPo*ant

l4ten Kudish nalionalisn found a symlatheri. inrernational audidce

i'r the erhnic nationalist context oI ihe 1990s, the chan.es ol asinilrtion finally

Cllrtrral Autonon, ihe Turkish Stale, a.d rhe Kurds

Why is cultural auionomy- in diff.ient wayF so inFotenr ro b'ih the

Krds and to rhe Statel In oiher ltords, r'hy do the Klids rvant to have a

differeni .ulhtral ideniiq' md why is the Tut.ish sale so reludani to con'ede

The answer io the first qushon is .ay: So.ial identity, ne€dle$ to

m6tion, is of mornous inpodan.e to lhe individual ln Parricut.r, being

se nt lrrd tiitd!/,F /smt irdrqt ;Ei lt jlt ,8 (kmdi* Nahonillm, a
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uabl€, oide. prestre Fom rhe Siaie l,o ue the modE.longue whi.h on€
h6spolm )ince bnlh.r be .s a. d ritu'dreparesdtel. e,do onc ru-
"limates dF ud^ idual bom sre l Lvm uher, his.odR -urdJ.eturm
shoL'ld b" *n a5 onc ot he roi irpo'rf- r"doB und-tt, g he ?beJm

'lhe mwq ro the seond q!6tion is al$ edy: As I have dready nohd
above in "lhe legacy of the Enpir,, in the ahospherc whj.h made
assimilation imposible (at tdt for dE Kurds) rhe Turkish Stare is word€d
thai, 'To eogniz€ Kudish idotity bt conceding tuttural auionoat wodd
b€ io isk rhe disiniegarion ot rhe comrry, as they would sftely L\€n demdd

To thir th€ be$ rcna.k pefiaps G nade by the renowned rcvelisr ysd
Keml (who cals hinself 'The mct Kudish of all dE Turks md ihe nosi
Tulish oi all the Kurds ), 'If we rtuse b Sive then oliural autonom, wjl
they not then ask for independ6@?'

In achal lacr/ rhe fer of the Tulkish stab js mfthat ridicdou. untit now,
aI nationalistu began 6 culttral nationalism dd only stopped at ihe tiel
obj{iiv+ independence.

3ut whai about roday? h tie era of globalization where ihe nation*tat€
b€gitu.o nrhq awa, r ac' L\e irflud.o of bourS€is rkndroM.Ln.
w j l lKLrd i .h  r roo l l . i sm in l  r la  iooay80 ar  d -+e  tmoodchre .orwn.
ft end at d.dlis stage, slch as cultual aurmohy?

I will try to d6w{ ihis, ihe fl lio, ddlar qle6tioa by developtng folr
crileria bmly touched !!on by a very dhiingxished studeni oI narionalisn,
the late Em6i Gelher, at a lmtu he gav€ in Ankara in Drenbe! 1993.

During his I{tuF, ?rote6sr Cel]nq iad modsrty mswered my qu6tim
on the tuture of KudGh nationalisn in Turkey by saying dDt he did noi'tnow mu.h aboui Kudish narionalism,, bui wodd revelthlesr ,ey a few
thinAs in general' on the cmditims for rhe suc6 of nationahs moemens.
He L\d cited rhe fotlowing four cri€iia numedcat srmgdr, demity, nGrorical
cmtinuiiy, md motivahd.

N"kdiql srdgth of the Ethtx ctaup
'lhe sire oI rhe ethni. group h impoftni in rhe 6hive lor independmG. Toda,
rhere are mm/ menbeN of the LrN with a popntarior ot a fs hundred
ihoumd onlt Tu.lish citi2@ oI Kurdish descent de 6timam io numbe!



12 mlLlion Thjs rlouLd no doubtquiliry theKu s to s.tup in indepen.lent
.ountrrof th.t oNn Tlrcrclor., this.ii.ion is tuIlt, mci

CD4onnrtir, 4 tht Ethiit Cldtt [ , nrri.rlir tuJirr

If a nationJin mlyement of an ethnn grouF is.oncenttrted in a pini.ultrr
, cg,on o f a countl, Is chrn..s ot a.hi.ling in d.pc ndcn.c arc grci t.r. Todrtl
it js rLidd], e$imaied that sonre siri! pe.reni of ihe Kuds Ine in we$en
Turrevi lvell iiay rfom iher home regjo. if the east ind the sourhNest
Girenrha8f.atdFptr'itI ,nth.pfosp.nt!Lereh.lrhetuop:rrs,therapeoFle
.an hrrdly be expeded io rctrrn rfrhn ihp ne* sud.essire generaiion rn
f$anbul alonc thotu.rc nro nill,on KLuds. lheFforL.,I d! not bcLievc ihat
thisdflterl.n is mPt 1,{,"xkn

Hnhli.tt crrrinrr,! al ttt Ma nt

Tl€re is p erred . ontinuity nr $e (urdjshnationa istideology  d niorenreft
in'ln*er. lhenes like culturil autor.ml a.d the ikp put loHifd by the
Ktrrds iodi) .re h be found in /irr, pfLLshed in L9r8-lq Er.epr lor rhe
rclabvelr briel peLiod.I 19331959 thefe h pra.ti.illy no btuak in th.

r ih,nk this ur.rio. n rufy ner (,1r,r,61

Mr,iarridi 1dr{,is l,,J4i.r,ldrr

Are ihe Knds fully moijvaicd io sei uF an mdependeni Kurdishsi:ieornren
own or do ihcv fn,d it sobLhlre mo. suriblc to ihen nkiesG (o rtiy in
Tu, kelr Udike the othe' ihree,lbis rikrilnLibledneand ihepiore mu.h
mopinpoianiihan dre orhes, s.l wouLd tike ro siudv ir in morc d€rrr

1l CeoPohtic.l PosiiionolthcFnrure'hdependentSble'

llthepir.sotlandiobeindepe.d€nt islo.ated rdj&enito abordsrlinerrrher
thin in thc middlc oi ih. .ountry, and iI it eii.ys !bl.(n,c.o.dihotu for
nNivrr, ib.han.es of gaiiiig indopenden.e ire Srearer

l4snmablt, rhe m.st suitabl..rea flr.n 'lndepenrlenr Kurdnh Sraie
world be southca*em Turket,alonE the Syrian md lriqi honrieL ThN ose
would be a positivr aduntn8e (,.1 116) on ihe orhu hand, ih. fad ihir tr
would be randrock.d ind nnomd.d by ar Lea+ Iorr 15!relv hosrit.).ounrn:

sr,{q rr,r! ;h), tr Goldc Ksair+i),



ThiuZhE on tlE Stote orrl Kunliih kdht, rt.tn|ly

(I!d,Laq/st ia dd Tu!€y), ha! € m tuturat Et'!re ro El)' m, ad I8r
prcbab\ toubled by bbdt d.l orhq riv.rris, wolr. rct pdi;kt) oorivaF
the \ud.. I drinl it'3 FdlisHc, LheEfm. ro p n a di,d 6d6r agatur Drs ore:
wlm tlr€s tw tnis clikim is or v Dedv n.L

2) Ihe PGib fty of Adopring d *""**, U"O"*
]f th€ prupecri* ,hdEEndenr stard h6 a.hde ro iqFlmr m ftedorist
policy foltowing indepadene, d|d nationrrGr Kuds;tlbe moF noumEd
ro suppdt indepmdF l!Ed6r$ rdes io a poliry dopled by a sbF to
hdee bp p{ole o.,ts oM e$ni. iry who tjw dse io ,ts booeE. In .h5
pdiculd c6e this is Pm,Kudis.

On th" one htrd, $e ruldr Lw in lhR naS5bwinS.ouEi6 (L&.
Iraq. Stria) &d 1 should atso be nobd b\at iouowins i1e cur wa! d
ehbll,ui. kurdbh sble w6 *rlrish€d in No hem lra; d a €afe rIam,.
o! tne orhd hdd, howe%r, tne Kurds oI tuk€y ae fa! difl€Mr tnd rhos
in tle orhs ctubig. in hjc oI ddel@enl. d€ao6acy. 5o. dl da*,
readefrp. ad tmgldge. MoEovr, tE sm. of ujry mong rlE (Eds ha
httodcrny akat€ beh weaa Hace, tnis aitedon is ody pddy mer

3) Inrenarimar Conjffinft

the atncln@ of th. intemriorEi d@ shoutd be suiraHe ror tne birrn or
suc} a shte in euch a stuitrF pdrl ot ihp @!io. ln ub FgN. we u tist

Fi*dv. a nmbs ot indepnddr stals efu€eo hom L,F drsinhgrabor oI
lhe SNier Bloc. Thi' Jimle wolld dpptu b be sniusiv" -o tie stabtj.htrgl
of a Kurdisrm. H6weE, the dppGft€ codd atso lbld hue bee of rhe
chmric picru€ @ted by the mw sratee.

Se6nd]y; ihe Orgdizliotr for Sediy md Cooperadd in ruope is plachS
nary dphGis on the i$re ol h1,@ dghts, njnolify lignt3, dd lo.al
cdtuq fulnEm, dis ir dE age of ,erinicnatimnrin,. O. lhe orhe had,
wslrm comEis ffi rcr Ftin8 b fsld indepsdqe .r thp Gr ot
bFdxhg up nisting slahp6: tEy orly push for Lle n@ducrjm o, cutual

'Ihirdryi gbbarizarion h6 hrclght ttu ,Age of NalionajiM ro rhe begiming
of the md. Just s narior{rates Eptaced the feudal dd\a whq !w!d
boulgeoisies @ded ro e@t Erional llontid ro prcte.t rtuir enomi.



I
n!r6n dq.hsr o h., oou'riPoi s '-" !4y "tr a 4 of rfe iP' 'me

!1et.r- ;d' P\ d'e n t rding aoqn hP \bn

$e 'naiional nrkat ro 4conPa$ the mtue globe h this horocaust' one

sinsl€ .ulture, ihe capiialist citure of the W.st is en'oulaging, virh eler

r.;id sp*d dd -s."r, t\" -hole world in the dnection of interntrhonal

iread: m;Fialistic) rirues' Matedal wealt\ moE than sei, is {erythlns

il this 'Aqe of Clobarization , con.e?k like 'naiiotul 
lride' aE fast b{oning

;$ inD.;h"t tha" blue j""" biands h such a 'ultural ahosPheq the iate

o  aneq I  'd ,omp. " ts* ' i l  "  o toe  . .dor ' -  o 'obPo 'bo '  1drodPP"" l

e., .nd ler'o Lhc crc'ru of r b" P\- lr '\'

Now, ler s come b L\e last Point in the question ol'Motnaiiorr, nmetv

Eft.rtrrF,. And sin.e ihe score of Nnuses and Pluses abo\€ is abour equal'

dris point is so imPortani L\ai I would Preter io cla$ili it d: lilih 'riterion

raL\er thd a sub-division of Morivaiion

In a world of'globalizahon
every comer of the €lobe,
alternative would Pmvjde

', wherc the maieialistic vahes of 6e west flood
raising material exPectations iike a ro.ket which
the Kuds ot Turkey a bettd lifej an indePendent

Kudish state, ot Tuik.Y?
the Kui.ls were ;o ldser Prs.nted lrcn enlovhs ihe mareriir and

cdtural lile which rhey asPne io in Turkev, ihen iheE are skong chances that

hev ho,,d rot so- rtu ". ",d-pF.d"n, p Tirqe " p .p\qilrcd or' \h\ 'rP\

m i in  a . .o ,  n ' . r  -  ! cbPP.Lv rS 'aa  i e ' _Yam "s ' i n  \P1  '  I  ' o - t \ "

-e,-.ui-. l rev nA i h.\" .,ple doo l r.e'cq -d'pendsrrrrdi''r' "Le

b tu " -e  hse  .  ; ,  od t  _ ,d .  oo  o r  l . , , o .  LB t__"g  aSa in+o- .  a ro !h - .  
- r .

PKK'S lnationalst Klrdish orsanizaiion) use ol ietur as the nain means or

- . * ' . "  u *o *4 -  "  -  1 : - r  ' .  '  h l e  mdros  P 'o^  LL rd  -  i  '
'or*d. rycn.ee {,o he na s're $o' o be I TJodPd b hostile

neiehbous and woui{t have veiy few natual eourcd to xve on
-IL 

on the ofter tmd, the Kudish p{ple gLv€ rP all hoPe of attaining the

na6ial dd .ulbral life they dPiF to in TLnke, this 'new hoPe' my well

be verv atlrachve to then ddpibe a1l pcsible lutuP diffi.ulties' If both rh€

naier;l md .ulturat expeda ies aE not met ai ihe sde iine then the'ndv

hope'lvi]l grow {cr bigger in rhoir hearb and nlnds tn other wods, the

Re;lblic oirurkey wouii have to Provide the Kurds vith both 'blead' and



Tntughts M thr Setr dl LttdEh ld^lity in f!*r!

A last q@tion to setlle Whai ff tLe Kuds ue 6is '@od (cdtuar
dghrs) ro go d fd d indepodence?

All th€ solulios so iaIofieled !y dE RePlhlic ol Tulkey to teftle th€
Ba$m (Kudish) quetion' ha€ ben b6ed on roi Rosri2ing $e Kurds 6
KurL. fte !€sults of thi Poli.y de only loo obvios: rhirty dDuard dead
on both sid6 silc 1934 to say rhe bast

J6t abdr deltthing has ben hi€d in lhe attenPt b 6nd a solution to
ihe mtrei - ex€pt Esp{ting 0]1e cunaal identity oI rhe Kdrtth citjzeN.
Ii a world wh@ oen @niags cmot be @d€ b ldt by cmion, lhis is
the or y lacl dEl lE mt bd tried yet in the nattd of finding a way lor
Tuk dd Kurds !o lre rogerneg thD is t]E ldt thing lefr in Fddola's bor'


