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ONE:

BACKGROUND TO
AKP’s KURDISH POLICY




Prior to AKP’s accession to power in Nov. 2002, Turkey’s Kurdish
policy can be summed up in two periods:

During the Independence War (1919-23): Kurdish identityis
honored and Kurds are promised autonomy (1921 Constitution, Art.
). (%)

Aftervictory: Denial, suppression, massacres. Efforts to assimilate
the Kurds (1924-2001) (**)

(*) Assistanceof the Kurds was indispensable to the Liberation War (1B322)
Accordingo Article11the 3 2 gh@\iikarawould conductdomestic& foreignpolicy,
justice, nationaldefensg A y éc@hbmicrelations matterspertainingto more then
one province andwould leavefoundations education publichealth, economy
agriculture publicworksandsocialassistancéo provinces

(**) After building themonistnation-state (24 July 1923) and tlaithoritarian

regime (29 Oct. 1923KemalismR S Of | NB & & ¢ dzNJ-identity, KrfibagsT F A OA
the Kurdishinfra-identity. Afterwards, repeated military coups (1960, 71, 80, 97)
preventKemalisnfrom coming down to roormtemperature: Revolution from Above

is a singleshot gun that destroys itself if fired again.




TWO:

AKP’s FIRST PERIOD (2002-2013):

KEMALISM EXITS,
AKP ENTERS




Domestic Policy:
Radical democratic reforms under EU Harmonization Packages;
Cleanup of military tutelage.

Foreign policy:
“Zero Problem With Neighbors”, “Soft Power”
Excellent relations with Arab countries, especially with Syria
Rapprochementwith EU (*)

Kurdish Policy:

Detente, dialogue, and rapprochement (2009-2013).

Internationally evaluated as: A success story of moderate Moslems,
bringing together conservative Islam and democracy

(*) Tofight military tutelage, AKP tries to gain legitimacy by approaching EU, carefully
keeping its Islamism under wraps.




FHREE:

AKP’S SECOND PERIOD (2013 =2):

AKP EXITS,

ERDOGAN ENTERS:
A STORY OF DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE




Domestic Policy

» Erdogan triesto set up a One Man Regime in lieu of the actual Parliamentarian
system, a constitutionally symbolicand unaccountable presidency.

» Forthis he tries:

To dominate public life by Islamizing secular institutions, and specifically public
education, (*f

> To destroy Checks and Balances by changing the Constitution to replace the
‘separation of powers’ system (Montesquieu) with ‘unification of powers’
(Rousseau) (*R

> To apply a policy of polarization and provocation, and cultivate an atmosphere of
insecurity to ensure continued support of his Islamo-nationalist electorate. (***)

a) By deactivating the Legislative Body (5 months);

b) By dominating the Judiciary through a judicial body placed under the direct
control of the Justice Minister;

c) By immobilizing the Media using police forceand other illegal means (**%)

(*) Slowly eliminate coeducation in primary/secondary schools, alsowligious

attire (headscarf) for female judges and teachgreatly increasethe number of

religious high schook®uringthe AKP periof20022014 their number grew 4,6

fold [from 450 to 2074and the number of their students grew 7,6 fgfdom 64.534

to 490.969).

() w2 dza A& R 6zl SINI & BS Yy S NI MilliNradeEd  oAbal GO 2fyElF S R
Will) bymajoritarianist9 NJR 2 ghiclyhe equates simply with the ballot box (so

long as it yields favorable results).

(***) This method is easy to understand for an Americdizen Senator

Vandenbergaidil 2 t NBaARSY (G ¢NYzYlFy AYy wmMontTY dwi?
0KS KStf 2dzi 2FdzA K SWRIOA yI LISKRWDISHENT (G Ay 3
after 9/11 because of security psychology. After the March 2003 invasion of Iraq, it
rose from 58 % to 71 %.

(****) Methodsusedright now: Imprisonmentof journalists, , confiscation of press
issues, ordering media bosses to fire journalists, partisan mob attacks on opposition
newspaper buildings, placing opposition media groups under the management of a
pro-government trustees k@yyun) (o be payed $ 37.500 a month at the expense of

the seized media group), banning cablecasting or satellite relay of the opposition TV
channels. The same confiscation method is being applied to holding companies of
opponent Islamistirms related with theD N £ Moyement,whichis assumed to

have disclosed serious corruption claims on December 17 and 25, Z0is3.

movement9 NR 2céllsy¢ S NNE&ItNJugh it mas nothing to do witterrorism.




lOoTet Inlicv
Foreign Policy

Erdogan interprets the Arab Spring as an opportunity to become
the Caliph-like leader of a Muslim Brotherhood bloc, from
Tunisia to Syria.

“No problem with neighbors” becomes “No neighbors without
problem”.

«Soft power» becomes “hard power” again, especially against
Assad who prevented Muslim Brotherhood in Syria.

Turkey sends arms and ammunition to ISIS to overthrow Assad
(*), and turns a blind eye to Turks’ buying ISIS oil.

Very poor relations with practically all neighboring countries,
except Qatar and Saudi Arabia.

Very hostile attitude towards the Syrian Kurds (**)

(*) Soldierspolicemen and prosecutorsnvho stoppedthe trucks andjournalists

who publishedthis newsare actuallyin prison

(**) Syrian Kurds are an extension of the Kurds of Turkey and they fight ISIS which
fights Assad.




Kurdish Policy

Whilesecret peace talks with PKK go on intermittently, armed hostilities
continue.

Nevertheless, a ten-point Dolmabahge Palace Agreement on Feb. 28, 2015 is
declared between Davutoglu government and the Kurdish party HDP.

After AKP lost majority in June 7 elections, Erdogan says: "I don’t accept
such a thingas the Dolmabahge Agreement.” (July 2015) (*)

He declares on Nov. 11, 2015: «Our struggle will last till the terror
organization surrenders, buries its weapons, and pours concrete on them”

*9

Right now Kurdish townsare still under siege and curfew for weeks. Because
they are unable to go out of their houses to bury them, people keep killed
family members in iceboxes while Special Teams write humiliating graffiti

on house walls (***) 9

(*) After AKP lost the majority in the June 7, 2015 elections, approx. 150 HDP
building are attacked, and some burigeepicturesbelow). AKP ravon majority at
the snap elections of Nov. 1 in an atmosphereodél insecurity.

1S KIR &aFAR AYy 1 dzZ3d uwunnpY T YdzZNRA &K | dzS
YyIEGA2YS Ad Aa faz2 Yeé AaadsSéo
(*** ) Seepicturesbelow.




Where Does Erdogan’s Islamo-Kemalism Stem From?

It stems from his character affected by power-intoxication (4 consecutive terms) and
extreme pride in himself, resulting in:

Aggressiveness, severe anxiety, and fear from anything or anybody that doesn’t obey him

After Assad prevents a Muslim Brotherhood takeover,

two incidents that Erdogan interprets as coup d'état against his person triggerthe whole processin
2013:

1) In May, Gezi Park protests: The Turkish equivalent of Zuccotti Park/OWS

2) On December17and 25, disclosure of very serious corruption charges encompassing Erdogan, his son, and
his close political & business circle (*)

But Erdogan greatly profits from:
The insecurity atmosphere he created,
The absence of serious opposition,
PKK’s armed attacks on military garrisons and convoys, killing soldiers and policemen.

When such a personality is considered, the idea of “give us autonomy, get the presidency”
that is heard from time to time amongst some Kurds, will inevitably lead to a dangerous
pipe dream:

Erdogan’s governing philosophy refuses to recognize any kind of checks and balances

(*) After this event9 NR 2c@drgg¢dthe D N  Moyement, a closéslamistally until
that time, with disclosinghis scandalanddevoted himself to destrapgit, calling it
GCKS tIFNXtftSt {GFrGaSéd

10




FRIGHTENING CONCLUSION FOR
THE NEARPUFORE:

Repeating Failed Old Policies Will Lead Turkey to
Disintegration
(... and the Western World to

Deeper Problems with ISIS and Russia)

11




(*) At a timewhenlIragiKurdsare almostindependent and SyrianKurdsalmost
autonomous

(**) By usingwater canonsandtear gaz ineverypeacefulprotest,bombing PKK
cemeteries, dragging dead bodies behind armored cars, imposing curfew on Kurdish
towns for weekslestroyingthem with helicopters, tanks, and snow masked Special
Teamgseepicturesandvideosbelow).

(***) Thisnot because 0® NXR 2 @i u@dish policynly , but also because HDP
divides AKP votes in Kurdish arddsliketheir fathersandgrandfathers teenage

G, 2 dzy 3 nofrtrBAY & A RSN) 6 KR SEFBRY & dzNJ Se 0 @

5

12




