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Note on terminology:

· Nationalism: 1) Three meanings: a Sentiment among the public (“we” and “they”); an Ideology formulated by the dominant class/group; and a Movement starting at the intersection of the two; 2) Nationalism as Cohesion Ideology in history (Feudalism, Capitalism, International Capitalism); 3) “Nation”, “Nation-State”, and “Nationalist Ideology” in W. Europe and Turkey: reverse processes.
· The “Enlightened” (“Aydin”): 1) Infra-class (Complexes: ambition to climb and fear of fall; “spineless”); 2) Above-class (Achievements: “relative autonomy”, “revolution from above” and “social engineering”, “simulation”). 

KEMALISM AS PROTOTYPE
· Three objectives/functions of Kemalism and the “Six Arrows”: 1) Independence; 2) Modernization (Republicanism, Laicism, Statism, Populism, Reformism) 3) Identity building. “Five makes six”.
· I) Independence: Pluralism vis-à-vis: Kurds and Circassians, Islam, Communism, alternative leaders, etc. “Milli Mucadele” or “National Liberation War” ?.
· II) Modernization: “Reaching and surpassing” the “Muasir Medeniyet” (“Contemporary Civilisation”) through Jacobinist Revolution from Above.
· Socio-political modernization: 1) Building the State (Republicanism, Laicism, unitary state, single party, cult of personality). 2) Building the Nation: Secular (Anticlericalism; Language & History) and Homogenous: Ethnically (“Mountain Turks”) and Class-wise (“Amalgamated mass without class or privileges”).
· Socio-economic modernization: 1) Breeding the “National Merchant” (cleansing the non-Muslim bourgeoisie, liberalism in 1920s, Statism/Industrialisation by Import Substitution-IIS from 1930s on) (“National bourgeoisie” and the “Comprador Bourgeoisie”). 2) “Keeping the Social Order and Solidarity” vs. “class struggle”: Checking on the prospective proletariat through “Populism” (finger prints in 1932, choice of places for factories, 1936 strike ban law).
· Socio-cultural modernization: Reformism. 
· III) Identity Building: 1) Causes (contradiction between I and II, reaction to wholesale modernization, contempt by Ottomans and Westerners). 2) Solutions: a) “Original and Superior Identity”: Theses of History (Homeros/Omer, Hittite/Eti) and Language (purification; Sun Language Theory); and b) “We Are Westerners” (non-colonial past, white, anti-religious, geographical proximity, socio-economic similarity; and the nature of the Enlightened).
KEMALISM TODAY
· Indeed a prototype, especially for Black African nationalism: Independence, forced Modernization, Positive Identity, etc. Main exception: “We Are Westerners”.
· Autochthonous product of the 30s: One state, party, leader, doctrine, nation, etc. 
· At the same time, quite different from the model of 30s: against imperialism, no irredentism, anti-revisionist, no paramilitary, State>Party. Most important: not “Westernist” but “contemporary civilization”ist. 

· Assured revolutionary transitions: from Sultanate to Republic, from umma to nation, from Sharia to Swiss Civil Code, from Subject to Citizen, from semi feudal empire to nation-state, etc. In this regard, Kemalism can be seen as the most radical social engineering in modern times, certainly more successful than the “Homo Sovieticus” and Mao’s “Cultural Revolution” projects. 
(((
· On the other hand, transformed Turkey but was unable to transform itself and now is a stumbling block for further reforms for EU membership. 

· Kemalism today, institutionalised mainly as CHP (Republican People’s Party founded by Ataturk), is against EU, against deepening human rights in Turkey. It opposes the transformations proposed by the second wave of Revolution from Above represented by EU Reform Packages: from a monist Nation-State to a pluralist State, from the “compulsory” citizen of the monist Republic to “voluntary” citizen of the democratic Republic, from a State-focussed identity to an identity focussed on the individual. 
· In other words, Kemalism which started as an anti-imperialism movement (Independence) and adopted the “good side of globalization” (Modernization) right after the 1923 Lausanne Treaty has turned against this good side now. It is argued that Turkey might fall pray a) to imperialist designs of the EU, and b) to Islam. As shown by this “chosen trauma”/driving force, called the “Sevres Syndrome”, the movement completely undermines its leader’s most important contribution to Turkey: “The Contemporary Civilization”. This retrograde approach amounts to going back to square one. 

· In the current situation the Kemalist approach seems now to be the main responsible for the protracted contestations over Islam and the Kurds. Concerning the Kurds, Kemalist leaders argue that the country would go to pieces if Kurds were granted cultural rights. Concerning Islam, Kemalist movement is a component of the vicious circle between “laicist” military coups and popular reactions. 
· In the meantime Islamists transformed themselves. They are the “Protestants” in today’s Turkey, and the “Catholics” are the Kemalists. 
Note: B.Oran, “Ataturk Milliyetçiligi: Resmî Ideoloji Disi Bir Inceleme”, 5th edition, Ankara, Bilgi Publishers, 1999; B.Oran, “Turkiye’de Azinliklar: Kavramlar, Teori, Lozan, Iç Mevzuat, Içtihat, Uygulama”, 3rd printing, Istanbul, Iletisim Publishers, 2005; B.Oran: “Religion-State Relations and Political Transformation in Turkey”, paper presented at Birzeit University, Ramallah. You can contact me at my email for the latter, and for other matters as well.
