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INTRODUCTION: THE PLACE OF TURKISH EU REFORM PACKAGES
IN TEORY
- The place of Western Impact in world history: Reverse processes of nation and state building in western Europe and elsewhere 
- Concepts and definitions: Revolution from Above, the “Enlightened”, relative autonomy
- Two waves of Revolution from Above in the Turkish Republic: 1920s and 2000s

ONE: WESTERN IMPACT IN THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE:

- The Millet System based on the “Dominant Nation” (Millet-i Hakime) and the “Dominated Nations” (Millet-i Mahkume; Zimmi)

- Features of the Zimmi: 1) Autonomous; 2) Second class subject, and then traitor
- The Tanzimat reforms (1839) and the New Ottomans 
- The Young Turks
TWO: WESTERN IMPACT DURING THE REPUBLIC –

THE FIRST WAVE: KEMALISM
- “Reaching and surpassing the Muasir Medeniyet (Contemporary Civilization)”- Building the “guided democracy” after independence 

- Socio-political modernization (building the Laicist & Unitary State and the secular and homogenous Nation

- Socio-economic modernization (Breeding the “national merchant” and “Keeping intact the social order and solidarity”) 
- Socio-cultural westernization: Cultural reforms 

THREE: WESTERN IMPACT DURING THE REPUBLIC –

THE SECOND WAVE: THE EU REFORM PACKAGES

- Fulfilling the Copenhagen Criteria after the Helsinki Summit of 1999: Transition to democracy
Key reform categories:

- More freedom for expression, and less “national security state”

- Greater freedom, and protection, from the State 
- Differentiate “thought” from “violence”, and “insult” from “critic”

- Containment of the political power of the military
- Making torture more difficult.
Implementation 

- Very problematic. In some cases, the very same reform has been repeated in more than one package (tragicomic)

- The reason: resistance by civil and military bureaucracy, the judiciary to begin with.

CONCLUSIONS AND LESSONS

The Continuity: 

- The “Millet System”, terminated in 1839, still going strong
- From the first wave (Kemalism) to the second (EU Harmonization Packages)
The Change:  

- Actual-political difficulties (The “importer”, the counter-elite, democracy, Kurdish problem, the “simulated”) 
- Structural Difficulty: difference in mentalities  (freedom of expression and its exceptions, the judiciary)
- External difficulties (changed environment in Europe, the changed EU)
The Lessons:

- The Revolution from Above, the laws, the mentalities
- Can democracy be exported or imported? 
- The prices and the risks: Three reactions 
The Assessment: The Pendulum; the supra-identity; Kemalism: Victory or defeat? 
